CHAPTER XIV
FINAL PREPARATIONS FOR WAR

MR. 0. F. WILLIAMS, our consul at Manila, dili-
gently responded to my request for information, and
remained at his post in spite of threats and warn-
ings that his life was in danger. Indeed, he did not
obey when he had been three times cabled by his
government to leave, and when he had been noti-
fied by the Governor-General of the Philippines that
his safety could no longer be assured, as a mob or
an assassin might kill him at any hour. Only upon
receiving a peremptory request from me did he
finally withdraw from his post and start for Hong
Kong on April 23d.

The information which we had received from him,
while naturally not technical, was highly valuable.
Through him we learned of the mounting of six new
guns on Corregidor, at the entrance to Manila Bay,
of the number of men-of-war and other vessels in
the bay, of feverish activity upon the fortifications,
and the state of the struggle of the Spanish with the
insurgents. His copious cables and letters included
all the extravagant rumors rife in the streets of the
city. There was a persistent one of the imminent
